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● Images taken in three 
different filtes

● Combined to create 
colour composite

● Colours indicate 
temperatures and help to 
understand the objects

Colour Composites
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● There are a number of 
softwares that can be 
used to create colour 
composites from FITS 
images 

● Some are free, others 
cost money (some have 
free trials)

● They all work on the 
same principles with 
varying functionality

Colour CompositesFree:

ds9: 
https://sites.google.com/cfa.harvard.edu/saoimageds9/download

Siril: https://siril.org/download/

Deep Sky Stacker: 
http://deepskystacker.free.fr/english/index.html

Iris: http://www.astrosurf.com/buil/iris-software.html

Paid software:

Astro Pixel Processor: 
https://www.astropixelprocessor.com/free-30-day-trial/

Pixinsight: https://pixinsight.com/download/

Nebulosity: http://www.stark-labs.com/downloads.html
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● We will use a fully online 
program that does not 
require to install any 
software

● All you need it  browser 
and you downloaded 
FITS images

Colour CompositesOnline Software:

JS9: https://waps.cfa.harvard.edu/eduportal/js9/software.php
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● You can use additional 
software, such as 
Photoshop to finish the 
processing and to get the 
nicest images

Colour Composites
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Next Steps
● We will discuss how to 

stack images to see 
fainter objects

● After that we will show 
how the data is 
incorporated into HOYS


